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German Pronunciation - Some Guidelines for English Speakers

Vowels (May be Long or Short)

German Words

Shorta | asin 'fat', or even the 'u’' sound iruth als, lange

Longa as in ah', 'father’ da, Stat, Bahn
*Note that doubling the letter or following it by 'h' creates the Long vowel

Shorte | asin '&t', 'bet’ senden, fesser, Hrr

Longe as in 'sate’, or even mid-way between that sound and the 'air' souralrin [Hesen, @&m, See geht
*Note that doubling the letter or following it by 'h' creates the Long vowel

Shorti as in 'ht' Kind, bitte, kist

Longi as in 'e€, 'maine' wir, dge, ihn, studeren
*Note that 'ie' and 'ih' also produce the Long vowel

Shorto as in 'ot' Sonne, Gtt, morgen

Longo close to Englishor' in 'torn' . Definitelynot as 'o' in English 'rose’, 'over' | loben, ®, wohl, Boot
and 'go’ etc.
*Note that doubling the letter or following it by 'h' creates the Long vowel

Shortu as in 'ut' und, Mutter, a1m

Longu as in ‘'who', 'podl’, with forward, rounded lips: a long pure vowel zut, du, Swhl, rufen

*Note the lengthening effect of 'h' after the vowel

Dipthongs (German has three dipthongs)

German words

ei or ai All pronounced as in English Ite' or 'sgh' Wein, Kaiser

ey & ay Bayern, Meyer

au as in the 'ou’ in buse' Fau, Baum, Haus
eu& au | like the 'oi" in 'wil' or the 'oy' in 'lby heute, Feuer, Fulein,

euer, Baume, Mauser

Modified vowels - the umlaut ()

a has the same sound as Sh&iin' some words asitte, Apfel, Backer
but also has the Longre' sound in English are' or the &ir' sound in ‘&ir' as waren, sgiter, Schiige
0&0 are vowels that have no counterpart in spoken English.

To pronouncell’ shape the lips for Englisbd and, holding this position, singe instead,
e.g. when singing 'Brider’, sing 'breeder’ with the lips rounded as though to sing 'brooder".
Schiller actually rhymed "Bruder" with 'wieder' (pronounceddey; this is poetic licence, but it

does indicate the essentied 'quality of the German 'U'".

Similarly, to pronouncey', shape the lips for ‘00’ and instead, without changing the lip position,
‘er', e.g. when singing 'schon’, sing 'shern’ with the 'r' silent as in the English pronunciation bu

the lips rounded as though for singing 'shoon'. This is as near as may be to the German'

sing
t with




Consonants

b

as in English when initial in a word or syllable, or doublbdtwhenfinal in a word or syllable, or
when followed by another consonant or consonants, sounds like 'p' in Engljsh 'ta
e.g. &, Welb, liebte, @geben, gbst - all have the 'p’' sound

ch

has two sounds, both quite difficult for most English speakers.

(i) the first occurs aftera, o, u, au, and, like thech in Scottish 'leh’; is in the back of the throat!
e.g. B&h, Buch, rawchen, sehen, neh

(ii) this sound ofch occurs afteg, e, i, 6, U, ei, au, ey, y, I, r, n, and in the diminutive suffix ¢hen’.
It is produced rowards the front of the mouth likethia *huge’, but with the pronounced exhalatid
of the breath and with the tip of the tongue firmly attached to the bottom of the lower teeth.

Hold the back of your hand near your lips &oel the air pressure needed to make this sound.
Try to avoid the easy way out by simply making the soshd

Try this: first say ish’, then place the tip of the tongue firmly against the lower teethwaititbut
detaching the tongue tifry to say a ‘breathy’ish’. Do the same with these: $iit’, ‘mil sk, ‘li sht’,
‘madeshun’.

If you are doing it correctly you will be pronouncing the wordsh';i‘ni cht’, ‘Mil ch’, ‘Li cht’ and
‘Madchen’.

as in English when initial in a word or syllable or doublad,when final, or when followed by
another consonant or other consonants, it sounds like 'tt'in ‘ca
e.g. 'Han', 'urd', 'Ral’ (pronounced 'hant', 'oont’, and 'rart’)

as in English

g @)
(ii)

(iii)

as in Englishput at the end of a word it sounds lik& 'e.g. 'Tg' (tark), 'Beg' (bairk)

also, when final in a syllable or followed by another consonant or other consonants, it sounds
e.g. 'soglos', 'mdlich’

in the suffix ig" it sounds like the seconth' sound, see above eli, 'mich' etc.

e.g. 'Grundy', 'Konig', 'selg’, 'Heiligtum (pronounced 'groondi’, 'kernch’, 'zairlich’)

as 'k,

as in Englishbutit is silent before the vowel of a word end and when it simply indicates the
lengthening of a vowel, e.g. pronounced quite strongly in the following words:
‘haben’, 'ghabt’, Holz', and is silent in the following: ‘ben’, ‘KW', 'weh', 'gesden’

like the ¥ in yes', e.gja’, Jeder',Jahr'

as in English, but with more positive afuward sound

mé&n

as in English

_ng

like the hg' in English 'sag’, 'long'. Neverwith a detached 'g' as in the English word 'finger' -
pronounced 'fin-ger'. Thus the german identical word for the English word 'finger' is pronounce
rhyme with the English word 'singer!

d to

as in Englishbut note that in words beginning with 'p' and another consonant the 'p' is always
sounded, e.gPferd', Pflanz', Psalm', psychologie’

qu

as in English the 'q' is always followed by the 'u’ but the German pronunciation is always like 'K
thus Quelle’, 'bguem’, gualitat' is pronouncedkveler’, bekvem’, ‘kvaleetet’

+ 'V,

has no English counterpart. It must be trilled; either in the throat (the 'uvular' r) or with the tip g
tongue against the upper gums (the 'lingual’ r).
Either sound is acceptable and, perhaps, the 'lingual’ r is more easily produced by English spd
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| Consonants (continued)

s (i) as an initial letter of a word or a syllable before a vowel it sound<like '
'sehen’,dich’, 'resend’, 'lke’, 'Ree’
(i) when final in a word or syllable, and before more consonants it islikesea':
'Gras, 'weshab', 'ad, 'Past’
(iii) when initial before 'p' or 't' it sounds lik&h' in 'ship":
'stehen’, gpielen’, 'getanden’
sch also pronounced as 'sh' - see s (iii) above. Tholdff', 'Schule, Schreiben’, 'raachen’.
But notethat when 's' ends one wattmentand 'ch' begins another, each must be pronounced
separately,
e.g. 'Haluschen' is not pronounced $t@n' but with a clear articulation of the two elements
'hoys/chen'.
t as in Englishbut notethat in ‘loan' words before 'i' it becomtss *
e.g. 'Naion' is pronounced like 'nartseeorn’
th also sounds like 't' in English. Thd$heater' (tayarter)
v like 'f' in English ‘fear'. von', Vater', vier'
w like 'v' in English 'vine'war', 'Schvester',wo'
X as in English 'tax" i.e. ='k'+'s’
y
7 always has thes sound, e.gzl', 'Herz, Zeit', zehn'




